
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – JULY/AUGUST 2021 

Welcome to our two-month edition packed with news.  It includes a bumper quiz which should keep you occupied 

during idle moments. 

The deadline for the September issue is Friday 20th August when we look forward to receiving your holiday news 

and articles.  It’s only as good as you make it, and we always welcome articles about your activities, hobbies, 

photographs and anything else of interest.  Meanwhile enjoy the holiday season. 

 

Oliver Wheelton RIP 
Our heartfelt sympathy goes to Sheila Barber’s family 

on the sad loss of her grandson at the age of 21.  His 

funeral will be held at St Michael’s at 11 am on 

Monday 5th July, with  overflow loudspeakers in the 

churchyard if the church is full. 

 

In Hospital 
Our best wishes for a speedy recovery go to Mary 

Hobson who is being treated following a heart attack. 

 

Please let katebean@btinternet.com know of the sick 

and any future birthdays and wedding anniversaries 

we don’t know about, major ones for adults, any for 

children. 

 

Forthcoming Weddings 

 

24th July at 1.30: Thomas Fellbaum & Emily Webber. 

 

14th August at 1 pm:  James Rothery & Lorna Malkin. 

 

Our best wishes go to both couples who are at last 

able to tie the knot at St Michael’s. 

 

 

Snippets 
 

Shirley Tudor-Evans, Rowena and William would like 

to thank everyone who kindly sent cards and 

messages following Edward's death on 15th May. 

They have been so much appreciated and have been 

a great source of comfort.  

 

Congratulations to Paul and Pam Robinson’s eldest 

son Tim who recently won the Aerospace Media 

Award for best Commercial Aviation Submission.  He 

won one last year and the Presentation Dinners have 

been postponed due to the Virus. Hopefully they will 

take place in the coming months. 

 

St Michael’s Electoral Roll, North Rode  

I have printed more Electoral Roll Forms and would 

ask anyone who has not yet completed theirs and 

placed it in the box in the church porch to do so as 

soon as possible. Thank you to those who already 

have. 

Diane Lowe, Secretary North Rode PCC. 

  

Marton School News 

Dear Friends 

It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome 

everyone back to school after half term. Children 

have thoroughly enjoyed ASM enrichment activities 

as a ‘welcome back to the summer term’ and we are 

proud of this sports partnership; ASM are fantastic!  

I can’t believe just how tall some children have 

become! The sunshine and good weather makes such 

a difference (long may it continue).  

This week, I was super impressed by Year 2 children 

as they had written me (persuasive) letters 

suggesting reasons why we should have a school 

dragon.  

The benefits of having a dragon on site included: 

keeping us warm in the winter, protecting us, cooking 

meals - especially toasted marshmallows and taking 

us on school trips! Needless to say, I am struggling to 

find a suitable argument to disagree with them!!! If 

anyone can help please email me on 

head@marton.cheshire.sch.uk 

It was an absolute pleasure to read such amazing 

letters with such detailed ambitious vocabulary used 

and I was so proud of all the children and staff!  

We now look ahead to Transition and to welcoming 

our Reception 2021 to school as they begin a 

thorough induction to school. Mrs Owen’s incredible 

reputation continues to grow and if you haven’t yet 

visited school or met this phenomenal Reception 

teacher; be sure to make an appointment! Interest in 

school places is now so strong at Marton and is a 

testament to the whole staff team! 

 

Your Friend, Mrs Deakin/Dragon Finder 



The Rector's Letter – July & August 

 

According to the Christian calendar we are now into the season of what is termed "ordinary time". In 

the past three months we have celebrated some of the major festivals in the Christian year with Easter, 

Ascension, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday. We now have almost five months in ordinary time until the 

Feast of Christ the King at the end of November. Rather like celebrating Christmas, it can seem a little 

deflating when all the festivities are over. However, "ordinariness" is the very essence of existence. So 

much of our life is ordinary - from getting up in the morning, getting dressed, cooking, washing up or 

going to work. Our daily life is one of ordinariness and we are in danger of being constantly 

disappointed if we are unable to cope with the mundane.  

     The Welsh poet and Anglican priest R.S. Thomas (1913-2000) wrote a poem called "The Bright Field" 

where he described how the sun broke through onto a field that he had always taken for granted. 

However, he realised that within this ordinary field lay a treasure of great price: 

"I have seen the sun break through 

to illuminate a small field 

for a while, and gone my way 

and forgotten it. But that was the 

pearl of great price, the one field that had 

treasure in it. I realise now 

that I must give all that I have 

to possess it. Life is not hurrying…" 

     We are likely to face yet another uncertain summer as we continue to strive to control the 

Coronavirus. Hopefully by the time I next write for this newsletter the remaining restrictions on our 

daily lives will have been lifted and we will be enjoying once again many of the pleasures we once took 

for granted – including singing together in Church!  In the meantime let us appreciate the treasures 

that surround us in our "ordinary time".  

    Yours ever,   

    Colin   

June Sermons  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=a8Zghie5J4w&t=1s 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=3lMd_hU1toU 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=W0GPD_jPIGk 

                http://northrodechurch.org.uk 

 

Rector 

Revd. Colin Wilson  01260 223201 

Warden                   

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie             01260 223346 

Secretary   

Mrs Diane Lowe  01260 272576 

Treasurer 

Mrs Lynn Petts   01260 222902 

Newsletter Contacts 

Marilyn Ainslie   01260 223346 

Kate Bean   01260 272723 

 With thanks to Rowena Tudor-Evans (White) 



 

July/August Services 

July 4th 

Trinity 5 

Flowers: Hilary Trueman 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Bronwen Bebington 

July 11th 

Trinity 6 

Flowers: Louise Jackson 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Jerry Howarth 

 

July 18th 

Trinity 7 

Flowers: As last week 

11.15 am 

Morning Prayer 

Led by: 

Readings: 

Mr Keith Parrott 

Sharon Oldfield 

Diane Lowe 

July 25th 

Trinity 8 

Flowers: As for wedding 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Geoff Petts 

Aug 1st 

Trinity 9 

Flowers: As last week 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Charles Baxter 

Aug 8th 

Trinity 10 

Flowers: Bronwen Bebington 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Myrtle Bullock 

Aug 15th 

Trinity 11 

Flowers: As for wedding 

11.15 am 

Family Service 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Mr Keith Parrott 

Marilyn Ainslie 

Aug 22nd 

Trinity 12 

Flowers: As last week 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Alastair Kennedy 

Aug 29th 

Trinity 13 

Flowers: Rose Brocklehust 

11.15 am 

Morning Prayer 

Led by: 

Readings: 

Mrs Hellen Watson 

David Emmett 

Sharon Oldfield 

Sept 5th 

Trinity 14 

Flowers: As last week 

11.15 am 

Holy Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Robert Heath 

 

 

New Clock Winder 

A new volunteer to wind St Michael’s clock each week has been 

recruited and this photograph shows Norman Bebington handing 

over the church tower key to Doug McWhinney.  

Doug, a proud Scot, and his wife Nicola have lived in the village for 

the past 5 years, moving here from Sydney to be closer to family. 

Doug is working as a Senior Commercial Director on the 

redevelopment of the iconic Grade 2 Battersea Power Station in 

London. This is a 2 billion pound project to redevelop the former coal 

fired power station (which used to supply 1/5th of all Londons’ 

electricity) into a mixed use neighbourhood comprising offices, event venue, shopping malls, food halls and over 

240 flats – starting at 900k for a studio to 30m+ for the Penthouses!!! With these credentials the clock will be in 

very safe hands! 

When not working in London Doug and Nicola can be seen walking happily in the fields of North Rode with their 

Labrador and will shortly be joined by the new puppy.  



North Rode 2021 Christmas Tree Update  from Diane Lowe 

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS decorations for the St Michael’s North Rode Christmas tree entry to the 

Gawsworth Christmas Tree Festival are coming along very well. All 78 pieces have been allocated to the 

volunteers. There are two outstanding ladies Margaret Worthington and Mary Hobson who have been very busy 

in producing the items included in the surrounding photographs. They are followed closely by Judith Howarth. 

The other volunteers Shelia Hargreaves, Bronwen Bebington, Sharon Oldfield, Diane Lowe, Helen Nicholas 

Norbury have all received their list if items and pattern book. The felt decorations need to be completed by the 

end of November where the team will hold a meeting to check we have everything we need. Margaret has been 

racing on and completed of the most complicated birds and the pear which will hang at the top of the tree.  

Mary has adapted some of the patterns and decoration to obtain a more pleasing finished item,  very skilfully 

done.  Judith has added a variety of colour and tells me she is enjoying making them. I am only just starting off 

and hope that I can create an item of such quality in comparison. Should you wish to join in we can always find 

you something to try your hand at. I wanted to thank all of you for your precious time and enthusiasm and the 

tree should look stunning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Rode Parish Council 
Janet Hughes (the new Chair) writes: 

The Annual Parish Council Meeting took place on 20th May in St Michael’s Church. It was an unusual meeting 

with social distancing in place, but at least we could have a meeting this year as we were unable to have the 

annual meeting last year because of COVID restrictions. 

It was well attended by several members of the Parish and by Lesley Smetham and David Rutley. Whilst Lesley 

is a regular attender at parish meetings supporting the Council as our ward Councillor, David’s presence is 

unusual. It was welcomed because of the ongoing controversy surrounding the Community Governance Review.  

John Narraway (Chairman) gave a summary of the work of the Parish Council for 2020-21 and answered 

questions. This was John’s last meeting as Chairman, but he will remain on the Parish Council. This is excellent 

news as his local knowledge and experience of Parish Council matters is invaluable. Thanks go to him for the 

many years he has been on the Parish Council and for his service as both the Vice Chair and Chair. 

The issues that are most pressing are the Community Governance Review and the increased traffic along Bank 

and Church Lanes since the opening of the Congleton bypass. Reports of any incidents that local residents 

witness or are involved with should be reported to Cheshire Police via this link: 

https://www.cheshire.police.uk/ro/report/rti/rti-b/report-a-road-traffic-incident/  

Councillors will be meeting with our PCSO Julia Short and Traffic management to progress the highways issues 

that have been reported to Cheshire East, but remain unresolved.  

 

Last Month’s  Quiz - Answers 

1. 33 days   2. Alexander the Great   3. London regional bus service    4. 1965   5. Manchester   6.  1949   

7. Paddy Ashdown   8. Oliver Cromwell  9. Ramsay Macdonald   10. Julius Caesar 

 

 
   



 

North Rode WI Notes from Pam Robinson, Secretary 

There is not a lot of news this Month, only to say the proposed Afternoon Tea booked for Tuesday 

13th July at Eaton Church Hall has been cancelled due to the Virus regulations.  We are hoping to 

arrange an event in August and a normal Meeting with a Speaker in September.  The virtual AGM in June in 

London was held in very different circumstances and one of the Speakers was Sophie the Countess of Wessex. 

We will have a AGM Report from our Delegate a lady from Thornton Hough.  

 

 

Nature Notes by John Lea 

My water hen is back again for his third year, is it his old mate or a new 

one?  It’s hard to tell because she’s quite shy.  In the past years the Heron 

visited our pond every day and took his toll of those little chicks; this year 

he is missing.  In mid May our pair hatched out six little balls of black 

fluff.  I scatter some porridge oats on surface, at first the parents 

collected the oats and fed them to the chicks, now the chicks feed 

themselves.  Even from a very young age they would wander about on 

the pond well away from their parents; no wonder the herons could take 

them so easily. 

The pair of Mallard ducks, (I think that they are the same ones that came to my window earlier in the year to 

tell me they were hungry) have now hatched out a 

family.  It’s late in the year, so presumably, they lost 

their first sitting.  Compared to the water hen this 

ducks’ brood are very disciplined, swimming in close 

formation just behind her. 

Our wildflower meadow looks at its best now.  It is 

been down now for about 20 years and as nature 

goes, some flowers have died out and others have 

developed.  Of the ones that give me most interest is 

sorrel.  Its tall seed heads look a bit like a dock, but it was an important part of haymaking in older days.  Before 

there were swath turning and tedding machines to turn and loosen the drying grass it was turned by hand rake.  

The swath of hay would still lie flat on the ground unless you shook it out with a pitchfork, which having done it 

once I can tell you was cruel work.  The stiff stalks of the tall sorrel didn’t lie flat because it was strong enough 

to hold the swath open and let the drying air in.  I love it because the seed 

eating goldfinches love it.  I included the seed in the mixture near my garden 

deliberately so that I could watch the goldfinches.  Usually early July, but 

this year that warm February triggered the growth early and the seeds have 

now ripened.  This morning as I sat up in bed eating my curds and whey, just 

outside my bedroom window goldfinches were letting on the sorrel seed 

heads.  A few house sparrows joined in just a add colour to the feast.  The 

weight of a bird would take the tall seedhead down to near the ground only 

to spring up again when the bird moved onto the next plant. 

Bilberries by Marilyn Ainslie 

July is the peak month for picking bilberries (also known as blaeberry, whortleberry, 

whinberry, windberry, and myrtle berry).  Although smaller than blueberries they 

taste much nicer, and well are worth seeking out on Bosley Cloud or in the Peak 

District.  A Swedish berry comb speeds up picking and they are for sale on the 

internet, Ebay in particular. 



This Month’s Quiz.  IDENTIFY THE 50 UK TOWNS, CITIES AND COUNTIES    (Answers in next issue) 

      
01,  02.  03.  04.  05.  06.  

      
7.  8.  9.  10  11.  12  

      
13.  14.  15.  16.  17.  18.  

      
19.  20.  21.  22.  23.  24.  

      
25.  26.  27.  28.  29.  30  

      
31.  32.  33.  34.  35.  36.  

      
37.  38.  39.  40.  41.  42.  

      
43.  44.  45.  46.  47.  48  

  

    

49.  50.      

 


